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Weather 

November  produced  record  snowfalls  from  Alaska  to  California  to^Ptah. 
Typically  when  Alaska  gets  hammered  by  storms,  the  western  "lower  48"  does  not, 
and  vice  versa.  That  is  because  the  storm  track  is  seldom  wide  enough  or  aimed 
accurately  enough  to  accomodate  both  areas.  But  it  happened  this  month. 

Alyeska,  AK,  recorded  28"  of  snow  on  the  2nd-4th,  24"  on  the  10th,  and  28" 
on  the  20th-22nd,  wound  up  with  210%  of  normal,  and  set  a  new  November  snowfall 
record.  Eaglecrest  and  Juneau,  too,  set  new  records  for  November  snows.  When 
Eaglecrest  Ski  Area  opened  for  the  season  on  November  18,  already  there  was  80" 
of  snow  on  the  ground,  and  a  storm  on  the  24th  dropped  another  30". 

Snowfall  exceeded  100"  at  all  Westwide  sites  along  the  West  Coast.  In  the 
Cascades  of  Washington,  Stevens  Pass  recorded  snowfall  on  all  but  3  days  of  the 
month,  and  Crystal  Mountain,  too,  recorded  snowfall  on  most  days.  These  areas 
battled  avalanche  cycles  on  the  9th,  16th-17th,  and  25th-30th.  Stevens  Pass 
logged  144  avalanches  on  the  28th-30th. 

In  the  Sierra  of  California,  Alpine  Meadows  recorded  300%  of  its  November 
norm  and  set  a  snowfall  record;  it  is  likely  that  Squaw  Valley,  Heavenly  Valley 
and  Kirkwood  Meadows,  too,  set  November  snowfall  records.  Storms  rocked  the 
Sierra  with  regularity  all  month.  On  both  the  5th  and  10th,  Heavenly  got  18" 
and  Alpine  Meadows,  12".  Between  these  storms,  Alpine  Meadows  recorded  8.3"  of 
rain  on  the  6th-7th.  On  the  16th-18th,  36"  to  39"  fell  at  all  the  Tahoe  Basin 
sites,  and  then  on  the  25th-26th,  another  39"  fell  at  Alpine  Meadows  and  Squaw 
Valley.  Two  widespread  avalanche  cycles  resulted  from  the  storms  of  the 
16th- 18th  and  25th- 2 6th. 

In  the  Intermountain  area,  snowfall  followed  the  pattern  set  along  the  West 
Coast.  In  Utah,  storms  on  the  11th- 13th  snowed  25"  at  Alta  and  33"  at  Snowbird; 
on  the  16th-18th,  Alta  45",  Snowbird  36";  and  on  the  25th-28th,  Alta  57", 
Snowbird  58".  For  the  month,  Alta  recorded  184%  of  normal  for  its  second 
snowiest  November  ever,  while  Snowbird  recorded  210%  and  a  new  November  record. 

Bridger  Bowl,  MT,  recorded  35"  on  the  27th-29th,  and  its  92"  for  the  month 
may  well  be  a  record,  but  long-term  November  data  is  not  available. 

In  Colorado,  snowfall  was  near-  to  above -normal .  Vail  received  87%  of 
normal;  Monarch,  90%;  Winter  Park,  94%;  and  Berthoud  Pass,  100%.  Wolf  Creek 
recorded  18"  on  the  4th  and  20"  on  the  12th- 13th  and  wound  up  with  110%  of 
normal;  Red  Mountain  Pass,  140%;  and  Gothic  was  helped  by  30"  on  the  12th-14th 
and  got  150%. 
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On  July  23,  1994,  two  climbers  on  Mt .  Hood,  OR,  were  killed  when  a  wet -snow 
avalanche  buried  them  in  a  crevasse.  These  two  deaths  are  added  to  the  1993-94 
toll.  You  should  update  your  records  to  increase  93-94  avalanche  deaths  from  11 
to  13.  Here  are  the  details:  Four  climbers  were  roped  together  and  descending 
the  Cooper  Spur  route  on  an  exceptionally  hot  afternoon  --  110F  in  the  valley. 
The  leader  was  glissading,  fell,  and  pulled  all  four  on  a  sliding  fall.  They 
managed  to  stop  when  the  slope  leveled  out  but  then  were  hit  by  a  wet- loose 
avalanche  that  they  had  triggered  and  was  following  them  down  the  slope.  The 
avalanche  partly  buried  two  men  and  carried  the  other  two  into  a  crevasse  and 
buried  them.  They  could  not  be  recovered  in  time  to  save  their  lives. 

Avalanche.  October  and  November 

The  season's  first  two  avalanche  deaths  occurred  on  October  15,  1994.  Two 
climbers  probably  had  reached  the  summit  of  14,196-foot  Mt .  Belford  in  the 
Sawatch  Range  of  Colorado.  It  was  a  celebration  climb  on  the  27th  birthday  of 
one.  On  their  descent  they  were  apparently  glissading  in  a  gully  and  triggered 
a  soft -slab  avalanche  at  an  elevation  of  13,600  feet.  The  avalanche  took  them 
down  the  narrow,  rocky  gully.  One  was  severely  injured  but  managed  to  drag 
himself  a  short  distance  from  the  debris,  where  he  died  and  rescuers  found  his 
body.  The  other  remains  deeply  buried  despite  several  recovery  missions. 

On  November  6  at  Snowbird,  UT  --  before  the  ski  area  had  opened  for  the 
season  --  a  27-year-old  man  was  skiing  alone  and  triggered  and  was  buried  by  an 
avalanche.  He  was  reported  overdue,  and  the  following  morning  a  search  team 
first  spied  the  avalanche  and  then  saw  the  victim's  parka  hood  on  the  surface. 
He  was  very  shallowly  buried,  was  wearing  a  beacon  and  shovel,  but  was  dead 
from  injuries  sustained  in  the  fall  through  trees  and  over  a  rock  cliff. 

On  November  2  at  Hatcher  Pass,  AK,  a  20 -year-old  man  was  last  seen  skiing 
alone  in  avalanche  terrain.  Searchers  have  found  no  sign  of  the  missing  skier 
who  is  presumed  buried  in  one  of  about  10  fresh  avalanches  in  the  immediate 
area.  His  body  will  not  likely  be  found  until  next  summer.  Avalanche  Notes  will 
not  include  this  incident  as  an  avalanche  until  confirmed  at  a  later  time. 

Through  November,  12  avalanche  incidents  have  been  reported,  resulting  in 
16  people  caught,  10  partly  buried,  1  buried,  2  injured,  and  3  killed. 

Recoilless  Rifle  Explosion 

On  November  23  at  Alpine  Meadows,  CA,  a  106mm  recoilless  rifle  exploded 
during  a  routine  sighting  and  training  session.  A  42 -year-old  Forest  Service 
employee  was  killed  when  hit  by  shrapnel.  Miraculously,  five  other  people 
standing  on  the  gun  tower  escaped  injury. 

Two  rounds  had  been  fired  before  the  accident  occurred.  These  functioned 
perfectly  and  landed  on  target.  The  initial  assessment  is  that,  on  the  third 
shot,  a  low- order  or  partial  detonation  of  the  round  occurred  which  blew  off 
the  last  2  feet  of  the  barrel  and  sent  shrapnel  flying  up  to  600  feet  away. 

The  Forest  Service  and  Army  are  investigating  the  accident.  Until  further 
notice,  the  use  of  106  rifles  for  avalanche  work  is  banned.  However,  the  Forest 
Service  has  allowed  Alpine  Meadows  and  Mammoth  Mountain  to  continue  to  use 
106 's  because  they  are  irreplaceable  parts  of  their  control  programs.  These 
guns  will  be  fired  remotely  from  inside  sandbag-and- steel  bunkers. 
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